
Dog Control Spend by Local Authorities (submitted 12/2/2021) 

 

On behalf of the Society of Chief Officers of Environmental Health in Scotland for Scottish 
Government / PAPLS Committee 

 
The table below is populated with data received from local authorities in response to a request from 
the PAPLS Committee for information on local authority spend on dog control work. 
 
Fifteen authorities responded to the request.  
 
The spend varies significantly between authorities, depending on the nature of their area, the level 
of enquiries/complaints they receive and the level of activity in relation to dog control work. 
 
Also, it should be noted that it was left to each authority to decide how they calculated their figures 
and what costs were included or excluded. No time period was specified for calculating expenditure, 
e.g. previous financial year. As such, the figures should be treated with caution when drawing 
comparisons between authorities. 
 
Further work, such as benchmarking, could be carried out where there appears to be anomalies in 
figures to determine why that might be, or to find out why some authorities appear to be more 
active than others in relation to dog control work.  
 

Local Authority 
Estimated 
Annual 
Spend 

Comments 

Shetland Islands 
Council 

£3,458 to 
£32,148 

Costs vary from year to year depending on activity and on 
whether they have to take enforcement action through the 
courts 

South Ayrshire 
Council 

£20,848 

One of the things that occurs to me is our spend on dog 
control is actually beyond these dog control notices. In my 
own authority for instance we have noticed a dramatic 
increase in dog barking complaints. These complaints involve 
a substantial drain on our resource without any meaningful 
resolution for either us or the complainer. This rise in 
complaints is probably linked to the increased ownership and 
number of dogs in any individual household. I wonder if we 
estimated out the time and resource we, as the public sector 
now has to devote to dog control, we could petition for 
improved legislation or a national ownership scheme that 
would help defray some of these costs. 

Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar 

£16,258  0.37 FTE spread across several staff of different grades 



Dundee City 
Council 

£42,926 
Based on the % of staff time (Animal Control Officers / other 
officers / senior officers) taken up on CoDSA activities, and 
vehicle expenses. 

East Lothian £16,500 
Employ 1 full time Dog Warden, who spends 50% of his time 
dealing with complaints covered by the Control of Dogs 
(Scotland) Act 2010.  

North Lanarkshire 
Council 

£70,000+ 

Currently employs 2 full time Animal Welfare Officers (aka 
Dog Wardens) [information redacted*] with associated 
National Insurance and pension contribution commitments 
this equates to circa £70,000. In addition to these salary and 
employee resources, each AWO has a van provided by the 
Council to enable them to undertake their duties, with the 
associated costs that this entails. There are also managerial 
and administration costs associated with the work, we have 
not provided these costs at this time as it is difficult to 
accurately estimate those costs. I would also note that the 
AWOs undertake a range of duties and it is not possible to 
accurately determine the costs that are attributable solely to 
Control of Dogs work. 

Angus Council £26,250.56 

We have one dog warden who deals in the main with Control 
of Dogs, Stray dogs, and microchipping.  Please see below 
costs which have been calculated based on the proportion of 
time our DW estimates she spends on dealing with out of 
control dogs (65%) – staffing costs (including four week’s 
stand-in cover) and vehicle costs have been considered.  

Midlothian Council £29,438 

Our budgeting processes do not allow an accurate 
breakdown between the different duties of the post so this 
submission is provided as an estimated figure.    

In addition it is unclear from the letter what should be 
included in the term “dog control”; whether it relates 
specifically to investigation and enforcement of matters that 
fall under the Control of Dogs (Scotland)  Act or all aspects 
including  the 2010 Act, straying, fouling, microchipping etc.  

Once again our  budget processes do not permit an accurate 
calculation of costs only associated with 2010 Act work. 

South Lanarkshire 
Council 

 We do not record this information so can’t provide a figure. 

East 
Dunbartonshire 

 We had by virtue of a recent response to separate 
correspondence that was sent directly to us by the PAPLS 



Committee. The work that is getting carried out in this area is 
delivered against a background of resource constraints and 
competing priorities in terms of delivering effective services 
on a wide range of regulatory matters. As outlined above, 2 
Community Safety Officers currently have day to day 
responsibility for the delivery of work under the Control of 
Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 as part of their wider multi-
functional roles. Approximately 0.5 FTE in total is currently 
allocated to this work. 

Clackmannanshire 
Council 

£8,500 

This is a difficult one for me to answer.  We have 2 full time 
Environmental Protection Officers who have a multi-function 
role which includes dog control.  We have never recorded 
how much time they spend on each element of their work 
which includes pest control, dog control, stray dogs, low level 
public health work, abandoned vehicles, some animal 
welfare work and fly tipping.  I could only provide an 
educated guess, based on my knowledge of what they do, if 
that helps. 

Perth and Kinross 
Council 

£30,000 

A hard question to answer accurately as Dog Control is 
included in Animal Welfare in PKC and there is some 
(variable) overlap to provide cover. Given that AW has a 
budget of £156.155 then I would suggest that roughly £70K 
could be attributed to DC. Allowing that CD(S)A is only part 
of this work; I would suggest £30K for that act alone as it 
occupies roughly just under half of the sections work. 

Fife Council £62,643 

This only covers the costs of staffing rand relates to 90% (the 
amount of their time spent on Dog Control) of the cost of 
two Dog Control Technical Officers.  This figure relates to the 
19/20 period.  It does not take into account any associated 
sundry costs such as kennelling, veterinary, transport and 
vehicular costs etc and is purely a staff cost. 

Renfrewshire 
Council 

£85,000  

Glasgow City 
Council 

£51,671  

 
 
* As it allows an individual’s salary to be identified 

 


